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“The [student] population is known for risky 
[sexual] behavior. By informing them of safe 
sex practices, we can help prevent [HIV/ 
AIDS] from further spreading.” 


Masters nursing 
student at CSULB 


WORLD AIDS DAY 


brought prevention awareness booths outside Brotman hall on Monday. 


quarter of people with HIV are be- 
tween the ages of 13 and 24 and do 
not even realize they are infected, ac- 
cording to AIDS. gov. 

Dec. 1 is internationally recog- 
nized as World AIDS Day. Student 
Health Services at Cal State Long 
Beach hosted an awareness event on 
campus Monday in support of Na- 
tional World AIDS Day. 

At the Maxson plaza outside 
Brotman Hall, SHS set up a series 
of tables for various groups and or- 
ganizations on campus to provide 
information about HIV/AIDS and to 
promote safer sex by using condoms. 

“When it comes to sex, students 
and young people don’t take into 
consideration the risks and conse- 
quences of unprotected sex,” Vanessa 
Nedero, a junior healthcare adminis- 
tration major and a Family Planning, 
Access, Care and Treatment repre- 
sentative, said. 

The Family PACT table included 
activities such as putting condoms on 
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plastic penises while wearing drunk 
goggles and walking ina straight line 
with the goggles on. 

“College students make a lot of 
stupid mistakes when _ intoxicat- 
ed,” Nedero said. “This simulates 
drunkenness so that they can learn 
how to act responsibly even when 
drunk.” 

The National Council of La 
Raza CSULB Center for Com- 
munity Health had a booth that 
featured information about how 
people who have contracted HIV/ 
AIDS can speak with family and 
friends. Kaylee Rivera, a public 
health masters student, said that it 
is important to spread awareness 
in the Latino community, which 
makes up about 21 percent of new 
HIV/AIDS cases. 

“(The Latino community] is defi- 
nitely affected disproportionately to 
whites,” . Rivera ‘said. “We want to 
help spread awareness and reduce the 
stigma of people affected by it.” 

NCLA has received numerous 
grants to fund awareness programs, 
Rivera said. She said it is important 
to bring awareness to campus be- 
cause HIV and Hepatitis C are highly 
prevalent in peoples age 18 to 24. 

Bienestar, a Long Beach organiza- 
tion that focuses on AIDS prevention 
and support in the lesbian, gay, bi- 
sexual and transgender Latino com- 
munity, had a table at the event to 
try to reduce the misconception and 
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stigmatization of AIDS in the LGBT 
community. 

“This is a disease highly prevalent 
in this community,” Ava Juarez, a 
Bienestar counselor, said. “We just 
want to provide a support group for 
those affected by HIV and AIDS and 
spread awareness that this is prevent- 
able.” 

According to AIDS.gov, HIV in- 
fection of men who have sex with 
men, also known as MSM, was 
29,800, which is a 12 percent in- 
crease since 2008. MSM individuals 
are among the highest infection rate. 

World AIDS Day has been pro- 
moting awareness of HIV/AIDS and 
safer sex since 1988, according to the 
government AIDS website. Over a 
million people are affected with HIV 
and 14 percent of those infected do 
not realize it, the website said. 

The masters of student nurses 
and the masters of public health 
departments worked at the event 
to ensure that students learned the 
facts and effects of contracting 
HIV. Masters nursing student Tri- 
cia Gandela said it is important for 
health science students to be aware 
of the effects of HIV/AIDS so that 
they can help prevent it one day. 

“The [student] population is 
known for risky [sexual] behavior,” 
Gandela said. “By informing them 
of safe sex practices, we can help 
prevent [HIV/AIDS] from further 
spreading.” 
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Ask ASI informs students about upcoming referendum 


The University Student Union Referendum would add an additional $165 fee increase to fund renovations to the USU. 
The renovation would increase study space, create more food service seating and lounge space, among other things. 
Fee increases would not go into effect until the year that the renovated areas open, according to Associated Students 
Inc. If the referendum passes, construction would begin summer 2015 and would last four to five years, according to 
ASI. Students can vote on the referendum February 2015. 


A step back 
in time 


A guest speaker will 
discuss his recent 
book on Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Staff Writer 


Over 40 years after his death, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy 
still affects the approach to racism 
at Cal State Long Beach. 

Broadcaster and author Ta- 
vis Smiley will be on campus on 
Wendesday lecturing about the pro- 
gression of racism in America and 
signing copies of his recently pub- 
lished book. 

Smiley’s attendance is part of 
the University Student Union Pro- 
gram Council’s “An Evening With” 
speaker series. 

He will discuss his recently pub- 
lished book, “Death of a King: The 


Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jrs Final Year.” The book 
investigates the year before King’s 
death in 1968 and his lifelong legacy. 
The first 50 students in attendance 
will receive a copy of the book. 

Smiley is a broadcaster, author, 
publisher, advocate and philanthro- 
pist. He has a late-night talk show 
on PBS and has won a number of 
NAACP awards, according to the 
PBS website. 

His speech will educate students 
about the progression of U.S. racism 
since the Civil Rights movement 
and what the country still needs to 
overcome. 

“Smiley is a responsible journal- 
ist who has a non-partisan view of 
the political climate today, which is 
an important quality to have on this 
multicultural campus,” USU Pro- 
gram Council programs manager, 
Keya Allen said. 

/events/163-an-eve 

The event will be held in USU 
Ballrooms A, B and C on Wednes- 
day from 7 to 9 p.m. 


An expanding 
State of Crisis 


An Iraq and Syria panel discussion will look at the current 
state of the Middle East. 


By MICHELLE SIEBERT 
Staff Writer 


A journalism panel discussion on the current 
political crisis in Syria and Iraq will consider the 
issues that affect the Middle East’s cultures and 
societies this Wednesday at Cal State Long Beach. 

The linguistics department is co-hosting the event 
with a number of different organizations on campus. 
According to the department, “The Syrian-Iraqi cri- 
ses are deepening everyday as the Islamic State con- 
tinues to expand its reign of terror in the changing 
political landscape of the Middle East...” 

The panel will unite journalists, academic fac- 
ulty and scholars to discuss the topic. 

The discussion will feature topics including 
United States reporter and keynote speaker Reese 
Erlich’s first-hand experience of ISIS and the U.S. 
Middle East Policy as described in his recently pub- 
lished a book titled, “Inside Syria.” A panel discus- 


sion will cover topics including international rela- 
tions, globalization and Islamic State terrorism. 

Panel guest Gerard Russell, a researcher and au- 
thor of “Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms,” will speak 
via Skype about Yazidis, a religious community in 
Syria, and their survival. 

James Gelvin, a history professor at UCLA, will 
speak at the event about the social and cultural his- 
tory of the modern Middle East, the Greater Syrian 
area specifically. 

Sophia Pandya, an associate professor of re- 
ligious studies at CSULB will discuss religious 
change among educated women and the implication 
of modernity, globalization and education on their 
practice. 

Danny Paskin, a journalism and mass com- 
munication advisor and professor at CSULB, will 
discuss international news coverage in the Middle 
East. 

The discussion will be held in the University Stu- 
dent Union in the Beach Auditorium from 12 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. 
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Your Donation Today Means Jobs Tomorrow. 


When you donate gently used clothes and household items to 
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barriers to employment. Plus, your donations are tax deductible. 


089 @O 


Donate. Recycle. Jobs. 


$99 SPECIAL 


For more information visit 
www.ThinkGood.org 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.) "A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
fime of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


OPEDDSIER@GHALL COND 


ee 


rving the People of Sot 


©2014 Goodwill. Se! uthern Los Angeles County. 


Tuesday, December 2, 2014 


NeEws 


CityD49er@gmail.com 


Obama proposes more body cameras for cops 


WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama 
on Monday proposed spending $75 million in fed- 
eral matching funds to equip as many as 50,000 
police officers across the country with body cam- 
eras. 

The announcement came as the president con- 
ducted three separate meetings involving Fergu- 
son, a signal that his administration is working 
to address the issues raised by the fatal shooting 
of Michael Brown, 18, on Aug. 9 and the result- 
ing protests, which have spread nationwide and to 
some other countries. 

Four activists who have been in Ferguson, 
Rasheen Aldridge Jr., Brittany Packnett, An- 
toine White and Ashley Yates, were among eight 
young civil rights leaders who met with Obama 
in the Oval Office, the White House said. Lat- 
er, after a meeting involving more than 40 civil 
rights, faith, academic and law enforcement lead- 
ers, Obama singled out Aldridge and Packnett as 
they sat three seats away, on opposite sides of 
him, in a large Old Executive Office Building 
conference room. 

“What made me concerned was the degree with 
which they feel they are not heard,” Obama said. 
“What made me greatly encouraged was how clear 
their voices were... and how constructive they 
were in wanting to solve these problems.” 

Under the federal matching program announced 
Monday, local police departments would be able 
to apply for the matching funds in a program mod- 
eled after one that equipped officers around the 
county with body armor. 

It’s part of a $263 million, three-year proposal 
that would also provide more local police training 
and broaden the federal Department of Justice’s 
role in that training, White House officials told re- 
porters in a background briefing. 

In addition, Obama announced an executive 
order creating a Task Force on 21st Century Polic- 
ing headéd by Philadelphia Police Commissioner 
Charles H. Ramsey and George Mason University 
professor Laurie Robinson.~It is-to-report back— 
with recommendations within 90 days. 

Obama also said he will issue an executive or- 
der to streamline and tighten how the federal gov- 


Otivier Doutiery | ABAca Press | TNS 


President Barack Obama speaks as he meets with elected officials, community and 
faith leaders, along with law enforcement officials, to discuss how communities and 
law enforcement can work together to build trust to strengthen neighborhoods across 
the country during a meeting at the White House on Dec. 1, 2014 in Washington, D.C. 


ernment passes surplus equipment to local law 
enforcement agencies, White House officials said. 
~-Qbama-~ initially» met with Cabinet members 
about federal programs that provide equipment 
to local police departments. Some have criticized 
sending surplus military equipment to local police 


forces, including St. Louis County, as “militariza- 
tion” of local police. 

As part of that meeting, the White House an- 
nounced findings of an Obama-ordered review of 
the Pentagon program that passes surplus equip- 
ment to local police departments, as well as other 


federal programs helping local law enforcement. 

The report found that a vast majority — 96 per- 
cent — of the equipment was not the kind of heavy 
body armor and heavy vehicles that drew “milita- 
rization” criticism for during the early days of pro- 
tests and police response after the shooting death 
of Brown, 18, by Ferguson Police Officer Darren 
Wilson. 

The report also said that five federal depart- 
ments — Justice, Treasury, Defense, Homeland 
Security and the Office of Drug Policy — either 
provide grants for or transfer surplus equipment to 
state and local police departments, or both. 

Obama’s executive order will not seek to restrict 
those programs per se, but will tighten federal stan- 
dards on when to provide aid by requiring more 
substantiation of need and proof of training for lo- 
cal police departments that want the equipment. 

Obama acted after last week’s St. Louis Coun- 
ty grand jury decision to not indict Wilson in 
Brown’s death. 

The president said after his meeting with the 
civil rights and law enforcement leaders that some 
had mentioned that there had been past studies and 
commissions the promised to solve the problems 
now laid bare in Ferguson 

Obama said the difference this time is that “the 
president of the United States is deeply invested” 
in confronting the problems. 

He said he was disturbed to hear young people 
around the table say they felt “marginalized and 
mistrusted even after they have done everything 
right.” 

Obama said that, “that is not who we are and | 
don’t think that is who an overwhelming majority 
of Americans want us to be.” 

Aldridge and Packnett are two members of the 
new Ferguson Commission formed last month by 
Gov. Jay Nixon. 

Aldridge is a student at St. Louis Community 
College at Forest Park who serves as director of 
Young Activists United and is the student co-chair 
of Missouri Jobs with Justice. Packnett is executive 
director for Teach For America in St. Louis. 


—Chuck Raasch, St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS) 


California’s Proposition 47 floods courts with pleas for resentencing 


MARTINEZ, Calif. — California’s 
Proposition 47, a ballot measure that re- 
duced penalties for certain crimes, has 
already led to the release of hundreds 
of jail and prison -inmates statewide 
and inundated courts with scores of ap- 


plications from people who want their - 


records cleansed of felonies. 

“Prop. 47 was a smoke bomb dropped 
in every courtroom in California,” said 
Yolo County Superior Court Judge 
Dave Rosenberg, “and we are working 
on clearing out the smoke.” 

The retroactive measure reduced 
several nonviolent felonies to misde- 
meanors — slashing sentences for those 
in prison — and made it possible for 
people who were convicted decades ago 
to have their felony records disappear: 

Judges expect that tens of thousands 
of Californians may seek to have felony 
convictions reduced. The workload has 
surged for courts, and some agencies 
are planning to ask for more money to 
pay for the additional work. 

Public defenders are researching re- 
cords and working overtime to identify 
felons who will benefit from the law, 
particularly those who are immediately 
eligible for release. 

“There has been a feeding frenzy to 
get out as many criminals as they can,” 
said Deputy Contra Costa District At- 
torney Jason Peck. “We are doing dam- 
age control.” 

Courts, already staggering under 
steep state budget cuts, are reassigning 
judges and courtrooms to hear Proposi- 
tion 47 cases. 

San Diego County Presiding Judge 
David J. Danielsen, recalling the 


“kachink, kachink, kachink” of .the 
clerk’s stamps as petitions poured in 
after the election, said “it sounded like 
a factory.” 

Danielsen said San Diego County has 
estimated that 18,000 people convicted 
of felonies in the past three years are el- 
igible for resentencing. Since 1990, the 
county has had 423,000 felony convic- 
tions that could become misdemeanors 
under the new law. 

“We don’t know if a quarter or 30 
percentwould be eligible,’ the judge 
said, “but that number scares us.” 

Nearly 5,000 people in state prison 
and tens of thousands more in county 
jails and on probation are probably eli- 
gible for resentencing. Those who com- 
pleted their sentences years ago also 
can have their felonies erased. 

The incentive to take advantage of 
the new law is strong: a felony convic- 
tion can make it impossible to get a job, 
obtain government student loans, re- 
ceive public housing or get a license for 
a wide range of jobs. 

Although people have long had op- 
portunities to have their records ex- 
punged, their felonies still remain on 
records accessible to law enforcement 
and state licensing agencies. 

“The benefit of getting a felony re- 
moved from your record is huge,” said 
Carol Clem, a Los Angeles County as- 
sistant public defender. 

She said a computer check found that 
as many as 20,000 people convicted 
each year of felonies “as far as we can 
go back” in Los Angeles County might 
be eligible. Proposition 47 gives people 
three years to apply. 


Reaver Bingham, the chief deputy 
probation officer, said about 15,000 
people now on probation in Los Angeles 
County could benefit from Proposition 
47 and “could create a potential public 
safety issue.” Without further analysis 
of their criminal records, it was impos- 
sible to say exactly how many proba- 
tioners could be released from regular 
monitoring, though it was certain to be 
thousands, he said. 

“Most of those individuals will not 
be supervised,” Bingham said. 

The measure classified many offens- 
es such as drug possession, petty theft, 
possession of stolen goods, shoplifting, 
forgery and writing bad checks as mis- 
demeanors instead of felonies, punish- 
able by no more than a year in jail rather 
than three years. - 

Records to determine eligibility 
must be located and reviewed, a task 
that will largely fall on court clerks. A 
felony theft conviction can be reduced 
to a misdemeanor only if the stolen item 
was valued at less than $950, requiring 
old police reports in some cases. Years 
of budget cuts have devastated the 
ranks of court clerks, and gathering the 
records has already proved challenging. 

Trial judges are being forced to inter- 
pret the law, and their decisions can be 
appealed to higher courts. 

Jonathan Laba, an assistant Contra 
Costa County public defender, said 
courts will have to decide whether 
felonies negotiated in plea bargains can 
be reduced to misdemeanors, whether 
someone whose felony is reduced to a 
misdemeanor may have his DNA pro- 
file removed from the state’s offender 
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The Deputy District Attorney with the County of San Diego is seen 

in her downtown office with 4,800 Proposition 47 petitions for re- 
sentencing from convicted criminals in custody. Each must be ruled 
on by ajudge. Reviewing the backlog could take many, many months. 


database, and whether the new law ap- 
plies to juveniles. 

The law permits judges to refuse 
to reduce a conviction if they believe 
that the inmate poses a danger to the 
community, but it does not provide the 
framework for a hearing or the amount 
of evidence required. 

“I imagine 58 different trial courts 
will have different opinions,” Rosen- 
berg said. Eventually, the questions 
will be decided by appeals courts and 
the California Supreme Court. 

Judges and lawyers expect the next 
six months to be the busiest with Propo- 
sition 47 cases. The ballot measure did 
not provide for more money but has been 
projected to save money in the long run 


as a result of reduced incarceration rates. 
The savings are supposed to pay for drug 
treatment and mental health. 

“T could probably use 10 more staff,” 
Danielsen said. The San Diego County 
Superior Court is at its lowest level of 
staffing in more than 10 years, the judge 
said. Studies show that it needs 1,700 
employees, but has fewer than 1,200, 
he said. 

Yolo County’s Rosenberg compared 
the Proposition 47 fallout to “a snake 
swallowing a pig.” 

“The pig is working its way through 
the court’s digestive system,” the judge 
said. 


—Maura Dolan, Los Angeles Time (TNS) 
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After the 
announcement 
from Ferguson, 
Missouri, police 
stand guard 
during riots in 
Los Angles late 
Wednesday 
night. 
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Michael Brown shooting reveals deeper racial tensions 


fter months of 

investigation into 

the tragic shooting 

of Michael Brown 

by Darrel Wilson, a 

police officer from 
Ferguson, Missouri, a grand jury ruled 
last Monday that there wasn’t probable 
cause to put Wilson on trial. Almost 
immediately after the announcement, 
protests erupted all throughout the 
nation. From Ferguson to Los Angeles, 
Boston to New York City, citizens 
poured into the streets to express their 
outrage at the death of the unarmed, 
black 18-year-old. And predictably, 
rioters commandeered the peaceful 
protest and set the town of Ferguson 
alight. 

The residents of Ferguson have 
every right to be angry. Despite the 
noble, Enlightenment-era principles 
supporting America’s justice system, 
the facts on the ground remain stacked 
against members of low-income com- 
munities that are disproportionately 
black and Latino. It’s been 22 years 
since the Rodney King riots broke out 
over not just police brutality, but also 
the deteriorating economic conditions 
of minority communities within the 
country; and since then, remarkably 
little has been done to uplift these vul- 
nerable members of our society. 

While many whites have also suf- 
fered at the hands of increasing income 
inequality and murder by police, data 


shows that race plays a huge factor in 
the probability that an individual could 
face such circumstances. For example, 
a ProPublica report released last month 
found that blacks 
were 21 times 
more likely to 

be shot based 
off U.S. census 
records between 
the years of 2010 
and 2012. Fur- 
thermore, whites 
in October of 
2013 had an 
unemployment 
rate of 6 percent, 
while for blacks, the unemployment 
rate was more than double at 12.7 per- 
cent, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Despite such data, what is more 
disturbing is that a recent Pew Re- 
search poll found that while 80 percent 
of black Americans believe that the 
shooting of Michael Brown raises 
important questions about race, only 
37 percent of white Americans do. 

To solve a problem, the first step 
is recognizing that the problem even 
exists. And to begin finding solutions 
to these tragic racial disparities in the 
U.S., white Americans need to accept 


the fact that racism is still a huge prob- ‘ 


lem that plagues this country. 
As for the protests that broke out 
on Monday across the country, the 
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Contributing Writer 


supporting America’s justice system, the facts 
on the ground remain stacked against members 
of low-income communities... 


level of intensity varied significantly. 
Violence and looting occurred in 
Ferguson immediately after the grand 
jury announcement, while a riot broke 
out in Oakland the next day. However, 
peaceful protests and civil disobedi- 
ence took place in New York, where 
protesters attempted to disrupt the 
Macy’s Day Parade. In Los Angeles, 
protestors blocked the 101 Freeway and 
various major streets in the downtown 
neighborhood. 

While I believe violence against 
property and people is not an effective 
form of protest, it’s important to place 
oneself into the shoes of those who are 
committing such acts. Like the Rod- 
ney King Riots in 1992, people who 
resorted to destroying property did so 
after years, if not decades of failure 
from both the electoral and justice sys- 
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tems to address the plight of struggling 
minority communities. An individual 
must be extremely degraded and des- 
perate to break into an irrational bout 
of violence, the 
likes of which 

we witnessed 
this week in 


Despite the noble, Enlightenment-era.principles.}.—.. Ferguson... 2. 


The fact that 
the legal system 
allowed Officer 
Wilson to not 
even stand trial 
was a slap in the 
face to not just 
black Ferguson 
residents, but to all minority communi- 
ties in the U.S. 

I personally attended the Wednes- 
day protest in Downtown LA in 
response to the grand jury’s decision 
not to indict Officer Darrel Wilson. 

It was an inspiring experience to be 
able to march with so many people of 
all races to speak out against racism 
and police brutality in the U.S. Yelling 
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot!” with no 
fear as the LAPD lined the streets in 
full on militarized riot gear, our cause 
was thrust onto the national political 
discourse, finding an abundance of 
airtime on news outlets as big as CNN 
and BBC. 

Yes, we did block roads, but in no 
way were we violent. Blocking roads 
is a form of civil disobedience that 
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was used by the likes of Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Ghandi. These tactics 
are used as a last resort when both the 
electoral process and the justice system 
have failed to solve issues of systemic 
oppression. 

However, police surrounded us and 
used batons to beat individuals near 


-them-who-wanted-to-keep- mareh= "> == 


ing forward. I walked away from the - 
crowd not wanting to face arrest, espe- 
cially since several of my friends were 
still sitting in jail cells for protesting 
the previous night. One hour later, I 
got word that over 100 people were ar- 
rested for refusing to leave after police 
warnings. 
Two days later on black Friday, as 
I was driving home on the 5 freeway, 
I was stuck in traffic that was three 
miles long due to overcrowding from 
a mall nearby. It then occurred to me 
that in this country, it is tolerated 
for people to block traffic in order to 
purchase flat-screen televisions that are 
on sale for a 30 percent discount, but 
people protesting the manifestations of 
institutionalized racism and discrimi- 
nation in this country will face arrest. 
Maybe I am a bit too idealistic, but 
when shopping takes precedence over 
fighting racism and police brutality, 
this country has a long way to go. 


Jacob Yungman is a junior majoring in 
political science. 
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We should ban physician-assisted suicide 


hysician-assisted suicide is legal in four states in the 

United States: Oregon, Vermont, Washington and 

Montana. In the other 46 states, assisted suicide is 

illegal and is usually categorized as manslaughter, 

which is considered a felony. Thus, there is a near- 

consensus among the states that physician assisted 
suicide is ethically unacceptable, and rightfully so. 

Though the issue remained on the backburner for years, the 
ethical dilemma surrounding physician assisted suicide recently 
surfaced when Brittany Maynard, a young newlywed who was 
diagnosed with stage IV brain cancer, decided to end her own life 
by travelling to Oregon and making use of its highly controversial 
“Death with Dignity” law. Doctors diagnosed her as terminally ill 
and gave her only six months to live. So, Maynard consulted with 
her doctors and chose a date to die; doctors then issued a prescrip- 
tion for a lethal dose of barbiturates, allowing Maynard to ingest 
the pills and die in her bed. 


Doctors Are Only Humans 


Doctors often make mistakes in medical care. There are thou- 
sands of horror stories about doctors who misdiagnose a patient 
and the patient ends up dying or suing for medical malpractice in 
court. According to the Journal of American Medical Association, 
medical errors are the third leading cause of death in the U.S. at 
225,000 deaths per year, and half are medical mistakes. According 
to the U.S. National Library of Medicine and National Institutes of 
Health, in 2008, medical errors cost the U.S. $19.5 billion. 

According to ABC News, researchers at John Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore conducted tests from 6,000 cancer patients all across the 


country, and they found one out of every 71 cases was misdiagnosed. 
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Contributing Writer 


There are plenty of other less final 
and irreversible mental healthcare 


treatment options available to help 
patients cope with depression, which 
accompanies a staggering percent- 
age of terminally ill cases. 


Clearly, quality care is not 100 percent reliable, so relying on 
diagnoses for physician-assisted suicide can be shaky. 


Treating Depression in Patients Who 
Seek Assisted Suicide 
Assisted suicide usually involves severe emotional distress. 


According to New York State Right to Life, seeking out physician 
assisted suicide often boils down to a cry for help due to emotional 


and mental distress. It is “in reality a call for counseling, assistance 
and positive alternatives as solutions for a very real problem,” ac- 
cording to the organization’s website. 

Additionally, researchers at the American Psychological Asso- 
ciation said terminally ill patients who want to commit suicide are 
often clinically depressed. “Roughly 50% of suicides in terminally 
ill patients are attributable to untreated depression,” wrote Dr. 
Barry Rosenfeld, a Professor of Psychology at Fordham University, 
on the APA website. 

According to the same literature review by Dr. Rosenfeld, 20 
percent of terminally ill patients are diagnosed with “major depres- 
sion,” and 80 percent of terminally ill patients with depression 
respond to treatment when provided. Thus, a substantial amount 
of patients could change their minds about resorting to physician- 
assisted suicide after receiving treatment for their depression. 

In sum, the decision to end a life should not be put in anyone’s 
hand. Doctors often make egregious mistakes when diagnosing 
for cancer (missing one in 71 cases according to the previously 
mentioned study at John Hopkins University). Thus, when doctors 
diagnose a patient as “terminally ill,” which is legally required to 
be eligible for physician assisted suicide in Oregon, the diagnosis is 
not necessarily reliable. 

There are plenty of other less final and irreversible mental 
healthcare treatment options available to help patients cope with 

depression, which accompanies a staggering percentage of termi- 
nally ill cases. As such, the outlier states that permit doctors to help 
their patients die on their own terms, such as Oregon, Vermont, 
Washington and Montana, should reverse their laws and put an end 
to physician-assisted suicide. 


Byeol Yeo is a senior majoring in public relations. 
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Love 


takes a look 


The bibliographical film 
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at the life of 


Stephen Hawking. 
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‘Everything’ 


By Mapison D’ORNELLAS 
Contributing Writer 


“The Theory of Everything” is a tear-jerker, 
but the film is ultimately an uplifting tale about a 
man who beats the odds with the incredible sup- 
port from the one he loves. 

Although “The Theory of Everything” is not 
a documentary, the actors’ performances give it 
that feel, as if we are taken back in time to a time 
before Stephen Hawking, when a theory of the 
birth of time didn’t exist. 

Director James Marsh provides a stellar, breath- 
taking glimpse into the progression of Hawking’s 
disease with Tony Award-winning Eddie Red- 
mayne who crawls under Hawking’s skin. 

Redmayne’s extraordinary portrayal of the 
theoretical physicist, cosmologist and author 
provides an inspirational lens into a unique bat- 
tle that will pull the heartstrings of moviegoers. 

While attending Cambridge University, after 
being told he had two years to live upon diag- 
nosis of a motor neuron disease similar to ALS, 
Hawking found comfort in his girlfriend and 
soon-to-be-wife Jane Wilde. 

Felicity Jones beautifully portrays Jane along- 
side Redmayne. The performances are almost 
better than the film itself, packing a mean punch 
that elegantly illustrates Jane’s strength and de- 
termination to cure Stephen from his disease. 

Audiences will sympathizes with Jane while 
she struggles to take care of the man she loves 
while he slowly falls deeper into the depths of a 
crumbling disease. 
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A photo of the Steven Hawking and Jane Wilde on their wedding day is compared to 
an image from the movie “The Theory of Everthing,” starring Eddie Redmayne and 


Felicity Jones. 


Other casting choices also help the film, which 
is supported by Emily Watson, Simon McBurney 
and David Thewlis. 

Information about the disease, the deteriora- 
tion of Hawking’s control of his body and the 
timeline of Stephen and Jane’s relationship is 
complex, but explained in matter that is simple 
for the audience. 

What makes this film so good is its positivity. 


He and she cover up their talents 


The duo returned witha 


new album featuring 13 


cover songs. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 


Diversions Editor 


bama,” a jazz standard from 1934 composed by 
Frank Perkins with lyrics by Michell Parish. 
With the success of “New Girl,” it has be- 
come clear that Deschanel has had to focus time 
on all the episodes a season, but not music. 
Sonically, there is nothing terrible about the al- 
bum; in fact, most tracks are warm and comfort- 
ing, but there is no novelty to the release - it’s lazy. 
Also while it’s not a holiday album in any 
sense, the music that begins the experience is 
cheerful and merry like a certain time of the 


album. 

This is the only song where Ward’s voice 
is dominant, which is unfortunate as he 
executes the cover well. More variety and 
interchangeability between Deschanel and 
Ward would have been appreciated. 

The cover of the album is sleek - simply 
black, white and red; it resembles something 
from another decade when pin up models 
were all the rage. 


We can clearly see Stephen and Jane’s unimagina- 
ble struggle, yet they always push forward against 
the inevitable. 

The Oscar bees will be buzzing around Red- 
mayne’s electric performance. 

“The Theory of Everything” sheds some light 
on current events, reminding the viewer that evil 
does not always triumph over good and that love 
itself may very well be ‘everything.’ 


Throughout the album, the covers range all 
the way from the ‘30s with songs like “Would 
you Like to Take a Walk With Me,” and all the 
way to the to ‘70s with “She.” 


She & Him have returned with cover songs; 
they ditched the holiday theme this time, and 
made music that is not quite as sweet as apple 


season they kissed under the mistletoe before 
with 2011’s “A Very She & Him Christmas.” 
Ward provides back-up vocals for “Stars 
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cider. Fell on Alabama” behind Deschanel, but often It would be unfair give the group credit and 
Actress Zooey Deschanel and indie folk is separate and distant from his counter part. _ say this is really new music by She & Him, be- * * ia 56 ke 
musician M. Ward are the members of the He also provides a faint shadow on “Time cause the album is composed of covers songs. 
pop duo She & Him. Their fifth studio al- After Time;” his most notable performance Covering “classic” songs does not mean they 
bum titled “Classics” was recorded live with comes from the song “She” originally by are well known. For some who listen to the al- | Classics” 
a 20-piece orchestra and features 13 covers of | Charles Azavour. bum, the tracks will actually be new songs that 
classic songs. Ward takes the lead in the song and will will allow the listener to explore older tunes. Columbia Records 
Cover songs are always tough to judge; this immediately grab the listener’s attention. The Deschanel steals the spotlight with her Released Dec 2. 


is the second time the group has themed an al- 
bum, and it’s a crutch. 
The album begins with “Stars Fell on Ala- 


song is smothered in the middle of the album 
and is the perfect break from all the vocals 
provided by Deschanel at the beginning of the 


soothing voice; it marks for a sweet return for 
the duo, but something original would have 
been easier to digest. 


Weekly farmers markets in Long Beach 


Wednesdays _—_ Thursdays Fridays 


nae aes Saturdays 


The Greener Good Harbor Area Harbor Area / 
Pike Family Festival | FarmersMarketin Farmers Marketin Farmers Market East Village 
and Farmers Market North Long Beach Uptown in Downtown Farmers Market 


9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
400 E. ist St. 
_ Between Elm and 
Linden St. in the _ 
East Village Art 


3 p.m. to Sunset 
E. Artesia Blvd. 
On the corner of 
Atlantic Ave. and 


10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
398 W. Roble Way 
On the corner of 
Third Street and 
Pacific Ave. _ 


5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Onthecornerof 
Atlantic Ave. and E. 


46th St. 


— - = - 
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‘Ultron Forever’ assembles time-traveling Avengers team 


When Marvel Studios releases 
“Avengers: Age of Ultron” in the spring, 
a mega-villian known to generations of 
comic book fans will take center stage. 
But for many moviegoers, actor James 
Spader’s portrayal of Ultron will be 
their first encounter with the automaton 
hellbent on destroying humanity. 

That’s part of the reason Marvel is 
assembling a team of time-traveling 
Avengers from the past, present and 
future to fight Ultron in three over- 
size “Ultron Forever” issues slated for 
release in April and May, “right in the 
umbra of the lead-up to the film,” says 
Tom Brevoort, senior vice president of 
publishing and executive editor at Mar- 
vel. “Avengers: Age of Ultron” opens in 
theaters on May 1. 

The “Ultron Forever” story, which 
will unfold in “Avengers: Ultron For- 
ever” No. 1, “New Avengers: Ultron 
Forever” No. 1 and “Uncanny Aveng- 
ers: Ultron Forever” No. 1, aims to 
introduce casual readers to the robot 
baddie while appealing to devoted fans’ 
nostalgia. And since many are more fa- 
miliar with the big-screen incarnations 
of Marvel’s mightiest than the African 
American Captain America and female 
Thor currently in the pages of comics, 
time travel seems a clever way to in- 
clude more recognizable versions of the 
superheroes, says Brevoort. 

The “Ultron Forever” books, to be 
written by Al Ewing (“Loki: Agent of 
Asgard,” “Mighty Avengers”) and il- 
lustrated by comics veteran Alan Da- 
vis, will gather the current iterations of 


ALL 


Black Widow, the Vision and the female 
Thor as well as classic versions of Thor 
and the Hulk, James “Rhodey” Rhodes 
as Iron Man, and a never-before-seen 
future Captain America — the daugh- 
ter of Netflix-bound Marvel heroes 
Luke Cage and Jessica Jones. 

The tale is set some 50 years from 
now in a dystopian future where Ultron 
rules. It’s “a world in which there are no 
heroes,” Brevoort says, “so the idea [is] 
that in order to face the threat of Ultron, 
you’d have to cast into the past and pull 
the great heroes of history.” 

Gathering a team of Avengers to face 
the robotic supervillain was a particu- 
lar pleasure for Ewing, who had free- 
dom to choose from an expansive roster 
of larger-than-life characters from all of 
Marvel’s 75-year history. 

His introduction to Marvel super- 
heroes was the landmark 1984 “Secret 
Wars” story line, so he chose the Iron 
Man and Thor of his childhood. “Grow- 
ing up, I didn’t particularly care who 
Tony Stark was — it was Jim Rhodes, 
this guy who was with the rest of the 
superheroes on this little alien planet 
fighting each other,’ Ewing says. “So 
yeah, I do kind of want to have him 
back in the red and yellow, because it’s 
a nice nostalgic thing for me, and it’ll 
be good for a bunch of readers who re- 
member that whole era.” 

Ewing also chose the iteration of 
Thor popularized by writer-artist Wal- 
ter “Walt” Simonson in the 1980s, with 
a big beard and blue and gold armor. 

Walt Simonson’s Thor will come 
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face to face with the lady Thor from 
Jason Aaron’s current run, though her 
identity will likely still be a mystery 
when “Ultron Forever” is published, 
Brevoort says. And there will be at 
least one other Thor incarnation, Ew- 
ing says, joking: “It’s a smorgasbord of 
Thors.” 

They will be joined by a pre-Aveng- 
ers, Stan Lee version of the Hulk from 
the early 1960s — with three toes and a 
penchant for calling people “palookas,” 
Ewing says. 

From the present are current ver- 
sions of Black Widow and the Vision, 
two characters that have yet to interact 
in any meaningful way, Brevoort said. 

“That’s a mismatched pair. For all 
that, in the comics, they’ve both been 
Avengers for a considerable amount 
of time. I can’t think of a lot of situa- 
tions, circumstances or adventures 
that they've experienced together,” 
Brevoort said. “So here, they are sort of 
a strange, odd couple duo.... They have 
a common bond that they’re both from 
today, and theoretically, that’s the same 
bond the reader has.” 

And from the future comes a brand 
new version of Captain America, Dani- 
elle Cage — the grown-up daughter of 
Luke Cage and Jessica Jones, who is 
currently an infant in the comics. 

“She’s very strong, and she’s as bul- 
letproof as her mom and dad were,” 
Ewing said. “She has the Captain 
America shield with an anti-gravity 
unit in it, which she can sort of con- 
trol with a unit on her glove. I’m going 
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back to the days of the ‘60s where, for 
about five minutes, Captain America 
worked his shield with magnets. She’s 
not throwing the shield so much as 


flying it out, and then it ricochets off 


of people and comes back to her. It’s 
pretty cool.” 
As the team member from the fu- 


ture, Dani possesses knowledge of 


the Avengers’ futures and offers some 
clues throughout the story. 

“She keeps calling the Black Widow 
“Madame Natasha,’ and she’s just hint- 
ing that in the future, the Black Wid- 
ow’s this sort of old-school Nick Fury 
figure, directing the future Avengers. 
And the last time we would have seen 
her from Black Widow’s perspective 
was attending her first birthday.” 

Brevoort said the new, half-African 
American, female Captain America 
could stick around in comics if she is 
well-received. 

“Whether or not that infant will 
grow up to be that character in the 
course of our stories is part of the on- 
going soap opera that we tell,” he said. 
“What tends to happen is we'll do 
a story like this, and if the character 
clicks with people, we tend to do more 
of them.... She’s a good character, and 
if she bounces off the page in the way 
that we hope she will, then we’ll be 
able to do more.” 

And with artist Alan Davis at the 
helm, she won’t lack for opportunity to 
pop on the page. 

“He’s a world-renowned comic mas- 
ter,” Brevoort said. “He’s been in the 
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business long enough to illustrate some 
of these characters from when they 
were new characters from the past. He 
is an excellent fundamental superhero 
artist who’s pretty much done it all and 
can do it all very, very well.” 

Working with Davis inspires Ewing 
to reach for more grandiose moments 
and ambitious plot elements in planning 
“Ultron Forever,” the writer said. 

“I seem to be writing a lot more ex- 
pansive vistas and big spreads and big 
action moments — all the things I'd 
like to read in an Alan Davis comic 
whereas usually I’m not thinking quite 
so epically,” Ewing said. “I grew up 
reading his stuff, so it’s a massive honor 
for me. I’m hoping so far I’m doing all 
right by him. | send him the plot, and I 
just get back these wonderful pages of 
art, which I then have to dialogue in a 
way that does them some kind of jus- 
tice, and it’s kind of a dream come true, 
really.” 

“The tremendous success of these 
films means far, far more people are 
aware of and interested in these char- 
acters and the stories that go on with 
them,” Brevoort says. “So as people 
are getting excited and seeing the lat- 
est ‘Age of Ultron’ trailer, these comics 
will be coming out to whet their appe- 
tite for the film and to feed their hunger 
for information as to what the big robot 
guy with the strings is all about.” 


—Noelene Clark, Los Angeles Times 
(TNS) 
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The Beach pushes to 
get above .500 


The 49ers will see the floors of the Walter Pyramid 
just once this month against Nevada. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basketball team aims 
to gain some consistency in its up-and-down season as 
it prepares to host Nevada on Wednesday at the Walter 
Pyramid in its lone home game of the month. 

LBSU (4-4) hasn’t been able to get above a .500 
record, alternating wins and losses. During last 
week’s Wooden Legacy Tournament, the 49ers beat 
Western Michigan, fell to Washington, then defeated 
Xavier, in the finals round to earn third place. The 
team’s best chance to start a winning streak will be 
Wednesday when it faces Nevada at home, where the 
49ers are 2-0. 

The Beach hopes for the triumph last Sunday 
against Xavier in the Wooden Legacy Tournament to 
help springboard them as its schedule gets tougher. 

Head coach Dan Monson became the all-time win- 
ningest coach in school history with the victory over 
the Musketeers, surpassing Hall of Famer Jerry Tar- 
kanian (LBSU coach from 1969-73), who had 122 
wins. 

Nevada (2-4) is on a four-game losing streak after 
winning its first two games of the season. Three of the 
four losses for the Wolf Pack have been single digit 
defeats; the team’s lone, blowout loss came in its previ- 
ous game against Nebraska-Omaha (78-54). 

The Wolf Pack, lacking an explosive scorer, has 
relied on four players for most of the scoring. Sopho- 
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more guard D.J. Fenner, junior guard Marqueze Cole- 
man, junior forward A.J. West and senior guard Mi- 
chael Perez, all averaging just over 10 points. 

Nevada’s offense will be a welcome sight for a 49er 
defense that has struggled for much of the season, par- 
ticularly against three-point shooting. The Wolf Pack 
is shooting just under 30 percent from beyond the arc 
on the season. 

Senior point guard Mike Caffey has been making 
an early push for Big West Conference Player of the 
Year. Caffey is leading the team in scoring (18.9) and 
assists (4.1), and is shooting 47 percent from beyond 
the arc and 53 percent overall. 

The Beach also got a major boost from a pair of 
freshmen. Forward Temidayo Yussuf and guard De- 
ontae North have given the 49ers much needed scoring 
off the bench, with both of them having career-best 
scoring games Friday night against Washington. 

Yussuf in particular has played-an important role 
for the 49ers, bringing a physical presence inside 
that was lacking in the first few games of the season. 
The team finished with 88 rebounds in the first three 
games of the season, and racked up 108 in its last three 
games. Yussuf started all three games in the Wooden 
Legacy, scoring double figures in two of them. 

The 49ers will host Nevada at the Walter Pyramid 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
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Freshman forward Temidayo Yussuf shoots the ball in a game against Xavier 
at the Wooden Legacy Tournament at the Honda Center on Sunday. 


LBSU making pit stop on the road back home 
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Senior guard Lauren Spargo looks to pass the ball in a game against USC on Nov. 21. 


The 49ers will look 
to improve to 6-1 
against Pepperdine. 


By Anita WANG 
Sports Editor 


After capturing three straight wins 
away from home, the 49ers will con- 


clude their four-game road swing — 


against Pepperdine on Wednesday at 7 
p.m. in Malibu. 

Five wins to one loss marks the 
49ers’ best six-game start since the 
1991-92 campaign. 

After the weekend, The Beach now 
has five wins. Senior Lauren Spargo 
gets to experience her team’s best start 
in her four seasons with Long Beach 
State, but sees room for refinement. 

“It feels pretty amazing that this 
team is making a mark in [LBSU] 
women’s basketball,” Spargo said. “We 
haven’t been playing our best since it’s 
so early in the season, but we’ve found 
ways to win games ugly. We need to 
improve on rebounding and probably 
just tightening things up a bit — focus 
on details and stay relaxed.” 

LBSU (5-1) leads the series record 
11-3 against the Waves (3-3) after 


dominating them 74-61 at the Walter 
Pyramid last season, when Pepperdine 
finished with a 6-25 overall and 1-17 
conference record. 

Both teams from the 2013-14 cam- 
paigns will most likely see some fa- 
miliar faces since the West Coast Con- 
ference foes will return six starters 
(Kelsey Brockway, Tessa Emerson, 
Allie Green, Bria Richardson, Keitra 
Wallace and Ea Shoushtari). 

Senior guard Bria Richardson leads 
the Waves with an average of 15.3 
points and 2.8 rebounds per game and 
holds a team-high 17 steals. 

Sophomore guard Allie Green and 
junior forward Keitra Wallace are also 
big contributors to their squad, each 
grabbing a total of 35 boards (5.8 aver- 
age), and each averaging 13.8 and 12.8 
points, respectively. 

The Waves are giving up almost six 
more rebounds than their opponents, 
which could make for a good defensive 
game for LBSU’s leading rebounder, 
junior Devin Hudson, who averages 8.0 
rebounds. 

Sophomore Raven Benton paces 
LBSU with a team-high 12.2 points per 
game, and follows Hudson with an av- 
erage of 6.8 rebounds. 

Sophomore Anna Kim averages 10.3 
points and helps with 13 steals. 

The 49ers will face the Waves on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in Malibu. 


